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The seed for Cultural Island was planted 

in 1999, when our director first traveled to 

Havana on Semester at Sea. Moved by the 

island’s pantheon of music and popular 

dances, she returned to New York and estab-

lished Direct from Cuba, an organization 

which represented and arranged concerts 

and programs for some of Cuba’s preemi-

nent musicians both in the US and abroad. 

It was during that time that she forged 

intimate and lasting ties with some of the 

luminaries and budding talent of the Cuban 

music, dance and visual arts scenes. These 

connections and relationships are what laid 

the foundation for our uniquely interactive 

and eye-opening tours.

Cultural Island now operates at the van-

guard of Cuban cultural tourism, just as re-

lations with the island promised to pass into 

a more relaxed and expansive era. Our goal 

is to foster meaningful cultural exchanges 

between Cubans and US citizens, with an 

emphasis on music, dance, and visual art, 

in ways that are sure to be unforgettable 

for both parties. Our tours offer the most 

informed and in-depth view possible not 

only of Havana, the island’s vibrant capital, 

but of the culturally rich tucked-away niches 

of the interior. Excursions such as those to 

the tobacco farms of Pinar Del Rio, to the 

rumba dens of Matanzas, or the beaches 

of Trinidad (to name a few of our popular 

destinations), allow our clients to get off the 

beaten track and enjoy some of the island’s 

coastal attractions and traditions.

Above all, we take great pains to ensure 

your peace of mind. Our team reflects the 

stellar quality of our tours and is happy to 

help you navigate the enigma of Cuba travel 

from start to finish. Ask us about our custom 

tours and allow us to craft a journey for you 

around your interests and budget. We will 

do everything in our power to address your 

uncertainties and ensure your visit goes as 

smoothly as it should.

Cultural Island 
Signature Tours
Amazing Value

We take pride in creating the best 

possible travel experience for you 

and your fellow travelers. It’s no 

coincidence that we have received 

accolades from many clients for 

our dedication, attention to detail, 

traveler experience and service. We 

truly enjoy crafting consistent itiner-

aries based on your needs and our 

experience with Cuban culture and 

music for the past 15 years. We have 

no minimum number of passengers 

on our tours and we can arrange 

private and custom tours as well. We 

are also able to arrange hotels, villas, 

mansions and apartments depend-

ing on group size. We make every 

effort to work within your budget. We 

also specialize in luxury trips. 

Do you want to step back in time? 

W ords truly cannot describe the beauty and energy of Cuba! Come see the gor-

geous architecture, and experience the warmth of the people welcoming you 

with smiles and friendly faces. Listen to the music and watch the dancers line 

the streets. Now, through Cultural Island Travel, you can also allow yourself to experience 

Cuba’s real treasure—its people!

Considered to be the “Pearl of the Antilles” and as the “Key to the New World,” Cuba has 

long captured the imagination of foreigners, drawing visitors from distant ports to its shores. Its distinctive charm emanates from its 

people and its atmosphere, nourished by some of the most captivating music, dance, and art of the last century. 

Despite recent changes in Treasury Department regulations, Cuba’s charm is still within the legal reach of all US citizens! We at Cultural Island 

Travel specialize in exactly the kind of cultural trips that remain legal under the “support for the Cuban people” category. Allow us to plan an 

authentic trip with off-the-beaten-path adventures for you, and enjoy the security that all of your arrangements have been made in advance. 

Cultural Island 
Travel understands 
Cuba from an 
insider’s perspective

The Cultural Island 
Travel Difference
World Class Advantage

As any visitor is quick to discover, 

Cuba is a corner of the world that 

is truly set apart in every way. It 

is a portal to another dimension, 

one that is free-spirited yet safe, 

and, at all times, welcoming and 

rewarding to the adventurous and 

open minded. We would like to 

extend an invitation to come and fall 

in love with an island and a people 

that put the arts first. Meet its finest 

musicians, dancers, and visual 

artists. Visit inspiring community 

project leaders and entrepreneurs. 

At Cultural Island, we understand 

Cuba from an insider’s perspective 

and are excited to share that 

perspective with you. The time is now 

- travel to Cuba with us!

NOW IS THE TIME TO VISIT CUBA!

 • Welcome and Tour Orientation

 • Superior Accommodations

 • Expert local Cuban Guide

 • Experienced CIT Tour Leader

 • Private Cuban Driver

 • Unique handpicked support for the Cuban 

people activities

 • Insider access to Cuba’s famous places, 

those rarely see

 • Private visits and lectures with Cuba’s 

renowned experts

 • All Breakfast and Lunches

 • US Department of the Treasury 

authorization under a general license

 • Small groups (usually 8 or less)

 • All entrance fees to scheduled activities 

and events

 • All in-country ground transportation and 

airport transfers

Our Itineraries:

 • Havana Jazz Festival

 • Cuban Music and Art

 • City, Countryside and Coastal

 • Weekend in Havana

 • Cuba Past and Present

 • Havana Marathon

 • Custom Tours

Exclusive Guided  
Programming including:

Each Tour Includes:
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ITINERARY

Do you want to visit Havana but also have one day to 
escape to the countryside? Cultural Island Travel’s City 
and Countryside tour is perfect for you.  Words cannot 
truly describe the energy of Havana. See the Gorgeous 
seaside architecture on the Malecon (boardwalk). 
Experience the warmth of the people welcoming you with 
smiles and friendly faces. Listen to the music and watch 
the dancers line the streets. On this tour we add one day 
in Pinar Del Rio/Vinales Valley where you will see the cigar 
fields, meet farmers, and experience the picturesque 
countryside in Cuba.

On our special tour you will meet Havana’s up-and-
coming artists, as well as world famous painters. You will 
also be invited to attend exclusive dance performances, 
and listen to some of Cuba’s finest jazz, salsa bands as 

well as son bands in the style of the Buena Vista Social 
Club. You will also visit an incredible community project 
in the countryside and meet the farmers of Cuba’s 
famous cigar fields.

In Havana, you will feel like you are going back in time 
as you see the spectacular old American cars on the 
road and the fascinating old world architecture. In Pinar 
del Rio, you will travel to a scenic paradise to meet the 
farmers and experience an incredible community project. 
Our mission is to immerse you in this passionate culture 
to truly have you experience Cuba just like a local. 
Support for the Cuban peopletravel allows even the most 
seasoned travelers to view Cuba through the lens of the 
musicians, dancers and artists— an experience that is 
virtually impossible anywhere else in the world.

v 1-800-494-1945

ITINERARY:  

Havana And The Countryside
Tour Highlights:   
Visit Havana, Pinar Del Rio/Vinales Valley, Montecino Tobacco 
Farm, Jaimanitas and Ernest Hemingways Finca Vigía

FEATURED CITIES:  HAVANA, PINAR DEL RIO/VIÑALES VALLEY

TOUR LENGTH: 5 days/4 nights

DAY1 

USA HAVANA FRIDAY
• Check in for flight from departure city 

• Arrive at Havana’s Jose Marti International Airport

• Pick up luggage and head to the Lodging for check in 

and orientation

• Visit the famed Hotel Nacional

The upscale, 457-room Hotel Nacional de Cuba is the 

country’s grande dame, with a fascinating and storied his-

tory, ranging from a major mafia meeting in the ‘40s that 

took place on-site to tunnels in the gardens used during 

the Cuban Missile Crisis. The common spaces, including 

the lobby and the ocean-view gardens, are gorgeous, 

casting light on Havana’s golden age of Cuban hospitality, 

nightlife and entertainment. 

• Experience a ride in a classic convertible car around 

Havana City 

Havana is a beloved by American visitors as a cache of 

thousands of vintage American cars, manufactured before 

the revolution and subsequent US embargo in 1960.  In 

the absence of automobile imports, these living relics are 

preserved by Cuban mechanics and improvised fixes by 

the owners themselves.  Experience an hour in a classic 

convertible Chevy, Ford or Oldsmobile.

DAY 2

HAVANA SATURDAY
 • Visit Old Havana and learn about Havana’s world-

renowned UNESCO heritage designated architecture 

 

There is no better introduction to Havana than a walk through 

Old Havana. On this walk you will see Old Havana’s 5 major 

plazas and explore the interiors of cathedrals and other 

important buildings. UNESCO designated Old Havana as 

a world heritage site in 1982. Although today, Havana is a 

sprawling metropolis of more than 2 million people, the old 

center retains an interesting mix of Baroque and neoclassical 

monuments, beautiful balconies and courtyards.

 • Visit the Taller de la Grafica to meet lithographers at 

their collective 

 

Located in the heart of the old city, Taller de La Grafica de la 

Havana is one of Havana’s most revered artistic attractions, 

featuring Lithograph artists who create and sell their own 

experimental work on site. Visitors are treated to explanations 

of the collective’s equipment and techniques from the artists 

themselves and can purchase art directly from the Taller. 

 • Lunch at Paladar 

 • Experience a private concert with a professional  

music group 

 • Visit the home of Ernest Hemingway: “Finca la Vigía”

In 1940 Hemingway, with his new wife Martha, purchased a 

home outside Havana, where the couple lived for the next 

twenty years. The Hemingways named the site Finca Vigía, 

or “lookout farm,” and shared their home with dozens of 

Hemingways beloved cats, as well as trophies from many 

successful hunts and fishing expeditions. During their time 

at the Finca, Hemingway became a fixture of Havana, and 

stayed in the country longer than many Americans chose  

to after relations between Cuba and the United States began 

to deteriorate. He fished extensively aboard his boat, Pilar, and 

enjoyed the island lifestyle, hanging out in Havana, penning 

some of his signature works, and entertaining guests at his 

estate. His home, with many original furnishings, hunting 

trophies, and personal artifacts can be viewed today.
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DAY 3: 

HAVANA SUNDAY 
 • Visit the Fine Arts Museum with an 

expert private guide 

 

Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes de La Ha-

bana is a museum of Fine Arts that exhibits 

Cuban art collections from the colonial 

times up to contemporary generations. It 

was founded on February 23, 1913 due to the 

efforts of its first director, Emilio Heredia, a 

well-known architect. In 1954, a new Palacio 

of Bellas Artes was opened, designed by the 

architect Rodriguez Pichardo. You will have 

the opportunity to explore this gem with an 

expert, private guide.

 • Lunch at paladar

 • Visit the Callejon de Hamel for an Afro 

Cuban dancing and Drumming 

Callejón de Hamel is a small alley derived 

from the name of a wealthy trader Fer-

nando Hamel who maintained the entire 

district. Today it has become a place where 

the Afro Cuban art and Cuban traditions 

are practiced. The surrounding houses and 

buildings are covered with large murals in 

vivid colors. Tiny shops sell small pieces of 

Cuban art, hand carved wooden statues, 

paintings, and Santeria art. Aside from its 

funky street murals and psychedelic art 

shops, the main reason to come here is the 

frenetic rumba music that kicks off every 

Sunday at around noon.

 • Visit Fusterlandia, the home and 

gallery and mosaic art neighborhood 

of Jose Fuster, the Picasso of the 

Caribbean.

As you leave Havana and enter Fuster-

landia, you find yourself at the studio and 

residence of José Rodriguez Fuster.  Geo-

graphically you will be in Jaimanitas, at the 

northwestern edge of the Cuban capital, 

but Jaimanitas has changed a lot since 

Fuster (as everyone here calls him) got to 

town 30 years ago and set about remaking 

the neighborhood in his own image.

 • Visit Fernando from the discovery 

channel show Cuban Chrome and learn 

about his work with the restoration of 

antique cars in Cuba. This show is the 

first one filmed entirely in Cuba.

 • Experience a Jazz concert with young 

jazz award winner

 • Nighttime suggestion: Visit the Cuban 

Art Factory

The idea is borrowed from Brooklyn and 

Berlin and everywhere else where old ware-

house spaces are being repurposed as art 

galleries and/or performance venues.  How-

ever, the Factory is 100 percent criollo, all 

Cuban, in both its ownership and operation.  

The Factory is the creation of X Alfonso, a 

popular Cuban rocker and features a 4-floor 

art gallery/film space/live music space as 

well as several outdoor and indoor bars.

DAY 5:

 HAVANA USA TUESDAY
 • San Jose Craft Market (time permitting)

San Jose craft market is Havana´s largest craft market, offering 

clothing, paintings, tourist souvenirs, ceramics, baseball bats, 

jewelry, and a multitude of other products. It is open daily 9am-

5pm. This harbor side warehouse was built in 1885 and is consid-

ered the oldest depository in Old Havana.

 • Check in for Flight

 • Adios Cuba!

 

DAY 4

HAVANA VINALES PINAR DEL RIO MONDAY
Voted one of the top 10 hottest places to visit in 
2016 by the New York Times!

 • Travel to the countryside; Meet a farmer in Cuba’s famed 

Tobacco Fields 

To glean some of the world’s finest tobacco lands, including 

Cuchillas de Barbacoa, the famed Montecino tobacco farm, 

you have to leave the capital and venture westward about two 

hours by car.  The nearby province of Pinar del Rio offers wide 

open spaces, endless verdant panoramas, and a crash course 

in Cuban cigar production.

 • Enjoy a delicious organic lunch 

• Visit the community project “Patio Pelegrin,” often called 

the secret garden, which is not only an organic farm but 

also a community hub for dance, literature, debate, music, 

and theater for local residents to cultivate their artistic 

and intellectual interests.

Tips for guides, bellhops, cleaning personnel are not included in the 
cost of the program. This itinerary is subject to change. In-country 
programming is customized for each group to maximize your cultural 
experience. To maintain authenticity, many of the places we visit are 
not tourist destinations and are not always available. Our programs are 
created to provide full-time educational exchanges through support 
for the Cuban people contact. These programs require mandatory 
participation under our license by the U.S. Department of Treasury.

In the event of extreme emergency or loss of passport: 

U.S. Interests Section
Calzada, entre L y M
Vedado, Havana, Cuba
53-7-833-3551
Local numbers: to be added

When calling locally leave out the 53 at the beginning when calling from 
the US add 011 before all numbers

REMINDER

v 1-800-494-1945

When I got here my house was in wood, small,” Fuster recalls.  
“So  I decided to do something about it. I started building my dream.”  
He had visited Europe and returned to Cuba with plenty of inspiration. 
He had seen Gaudi in Barcelona and Brancusi in Romania. “It seemed 
impossible to me to do anything like that in Cuba. But all dreams get 
realized over time.”

traveltocubalegally.com

www.traveltocubalegally.com


v 1-800-494-1945

ITINERARY:  

Havana, Countryside  
and Coastal Cuba

Tour Highlights:   
Havana, Pinar Del Rio Tobacco Farms, Cojimar, Ernest Heming-
ways Finca Vigía, Varadero Beach, private jazz performance, 
traditional big band performance and Paladares.

Featured Cities
HAVANA, VARADERO BEACH, PINAR DEL RIO/VIÑALES VALLEY

TOUR LENGTH: 6 days/5 nights

ITINERARY

Words cannot truly describe the energy of Havana. 
See the gorgeous seaside architecture on the Malecon 
(boardwalk). Varadero is home to some of the world’s 
most beautiful beaches, and Pinar Del Rio/Vinales Valley 
is home to Cuba’s famed Tobacco fields and picturesque 
countryside. These 3 contrasting areas in Cuba will give 

you a unique taste of this diverse and beautiful island. 
Experience the warmth of the people welcoming you with 
smiles and friendly faces. Listen to the music and watch 
the dancers line the streets. Most of all, Cultural Island 
Travel is dedicated to introducing you to Cuba’s real 
treasure—its people!

DAY 1: 

USA HAVANA  FRIDAY
 • Check in for flight from departure city 

 • Arrive at Havana’s Jose Marti International Airport

 • Pick up luggage and head to the Lodging for check in and orientation

 • Visit the famed Hotel Nacional

The upscale, 457-room Hotel Nacional de Cuba is the country's grande 

dame, with a fascinating and storied history, ranging from a major mafia 

meeting in the '40s that took place on-site to tunnels in the gardens used 

during the Cuban Missile Crisis. The common spaces, including the lobby 

and the ocean-view gardens, are gorgeous, casting light on Havana’s 

golden age of Cuban hospitality, nightlife and entertainment. 

 • Experience a ride in a classic convertible car around Havana City 

Havana is a beloved by American visitors as a cache of thousands of vin-

tage American cars, manufactured before the revolution and subsequent 

US embargo in 1960.  In the absence of automobile imports, these living 

relics are preserved by Cuban mechanics and improvised fixes by the 

owners themselves.  Experience an hour in a classic convertible Chevy, 

Ford or Oldsmobile

DAY 2: 

HAVANA  SATURDAY
 • Visit Old Havana and learn about Havana’s world-

renowned UNESCO heritage designated architecture 

There is no better introduction to Havana than a walk through 

Old Havana. On this walk you will see Old Havana’s 5 major 

plazas and explore the interiors of cathedrals and other im-

portant buildings. UNESCO designated Old Havana as a world 

heritage site in 1982. Although today, Havana is a sprawling 

metropolis of more than 2 million people, the old center retains 

an interesting mix of Baroque and neoclassical monuments, 

beautiful balconies and courtyards.

 • Visit the Taller de la Grafica to meet lithographers at 

their collective 

Located in the heart of the old city, Taller de La Grafica de la 

Havana is one of Havana’s most revered artistic attractions, 

featuring Lithograph artists who create and sell their own 

experimental work on site. Visitors are treated to explanations 

of the collective’s equipment and techniques from the artists 

themselves and can purchase art directly from the Taller. 

 • Lunch at Paladar 

 • Experience a private concert with a professional music 

group 

 • Visit the home of Ernest Hemingway: “Finca la Vigía”

In 1940 Hemingway, with his new wife Martha, purchased a 

home outside Havana, where the couple lived for the next 

twenty years. The Hemingways named the site Finca Vigía, or 

“lookout farm,” and shared their home with dozens of Heming-

ways beloved cats, as well as trophies from many successful 

hunts and fishing expeditions. During their time at the Finca, 

Hemingway became a fixture of Havana, and stayed in the 

country longer than many Americans chose to after relations 

between Cuba and the United States began to deteriorate. 

He fished extensively aboard his boat, Pilar, and enjoyed the 

island lifestyle, hanging out in Havana, penning some of his 

signature works, and entertaining guests at his estate. His 

home, with many original furnishings, hunting trophies, and 

personal artifacts can be viewed today.
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DAY 3

HAVANA SUNDAY 
 • Visit the Fine Arts Museum with an expert 

private guide 

Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes de La Habana 

is a museum of Fine Arts that exhibits Cuban 

art collections from the colonial times up to 

contemporary generations. It was founded on 

February 23, 1913 due to the efforts of its first 

director, Emilio Heredia, a well-known archi-

tect. In 1954, a new Palacio of Bellas Artes was 

opened, designed by the architect Rodriguez 

Pichardo. You will have the opportunity to ex-

plore this gem with an expert, private guide.

 • Lunch at Starbien

 • Visit the Callejon de Hamel for an Afro 

Cuban dancing and Drumming 

Callejón de Hamel is a small alley derived from 

the name of a wealthy trader Fernando Hamel 

who maintained the entire district. Today it 

has become a place where the Afro Cuban 

art and Cuban traditions are practiced. The 

surrounding houses and buildings are covered 

with large murals in vivid colors. Tiny shops sell 

small pieces of Cuban art, hand carved wood-

en statues, paintings, and Santeria art. Aside 

from its funky street murals and psychedelic 

art shops, the main reason to come here is 

the frenetic rumba music that kicks off every 

Sunday at around noon. 

 • Visit Fusterlandia, the home and gallery 

and mosaic art neighborhood of Jose 

Fuster, the Picasso of the Caribbean.

As you leave Havana and enter Fusterlandia, 

you find yourself at the studio and residence 

of José Rodriguez Fuster.  Geographically 

you will be in Jaimanitas, at the northwestern 

edge of the Cuban capital, but Jaimanitas has 

changed a lot since Fuster (as everyone here 

calls him) got to town 30 years ago and set 

about remaking the neighborhood in his own 

image.

 • Visit Fernando from the discovery 

channel show Cuban Chrome and learn 

about his work with the restoration of 

antique cars in Cuba. This show is the first 

one filmed entirely in Cuba

 • Experience a Jazz concert with young 

jazz award winner

 • Nighttime suggestion: Visit the Cuban Art 

Factory

The idea is borrowed from Brooklyn and Berlin 

and everywhere else where old warehouse 

spaces are being repurposed as art galleries 

and/or performance venues.  However, the 

Factory is 100 percent criollo, all Cuban, in both 

its ownership and operation.  The Factory is the 

creation of X Alfonso, a popular Cuban rocker 

and features a 4-floor art gallery/film space/

live music space as well as several outdoor and 

indoor bars.

DAY 4

HAVANA VINALES PINAR DEL RIO  MONDAY
Voted one of the top 10 hottest places to visit in 2016 by the 

New York Times! 

 • Travel to the countryside; Meet a farmer in Cuba’s 

famed Tobacco Fields 

To glean some of the world’s finest tobacco lands, including 

Cuchillas de Barbacoa, the famed Montecino tobacco farm, 

you have to leave the capital and venture westward about 

two hours by car.  The nearby province of Pinar del Rio offers 

wide open spaces, endless verdant panoramas, and a crash 

course in Cuban cigar production.

 • Enjoy a delicious organic lunch 

Visit the community project “Patio Pelegrin,” often called 

the secret garden, which is not only an organic farm but 

also a community hub for dance, literature, debate, music, 

and theater for local residents to cultivate their artistic and 

intellectual interests.

PLEASE NOTE
• Tips are not included: Tips for your guides, servers and 

chambermaids are not included

• Each included meal will include one beverage. 

This itinerary is subject to change. In-country programming is 
customized for each group to maximize your cultural experience. 
To maintain authenticity, many of the places we visit are not tourist 
destinations and are not always available. Our programs are created to 
provide full-time educational exchanges through support for the Cuban 
people contact. These programs require mandatory participation under 
our license by the U.S. Department of Treasury.

In the event of extreme emergency or loss of passport: 

U.S. Interests Section
Calzada, entre L y M
Vedado, Havana, Cuba
53-7-833-3551
Local numbers: to be added

When calling locally leave out the 53 at the beginning when calling from 
the US add 011 before all numbers

REMINDER

v 1-800-494-1945

"When I got here my house was in wood, small," Fuster recalls. "So I decided 
to do something about it. I started building my dream." He had visited 
Europe and returned to Cuba with plenty of inspiration. He had seen Gaudi 
in Barcelona and Brancusi in Romania. "It seemed impossible to me to do 
anything like that in Cuba. But all dreams get realized over time."  

DAY 5

HAVANA TO VARADERO BEACH  TUESDAY

 • Travel to Varadero Beach

 • Check into your Accommodations

 • Overnight in Varadero Beach

DAY 6

VARADERO BEACH TO HAVANA  WEDNESDAY

 • Travel back to Havana

 • Depart from Jose Marti International Airport

 • * This trip may be extended for an extra night in Varadero

traveltocubalegally.com
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ITINERARY:  

A Taste Of Cuba
CULINARY HIGHLIGHTS: 
Dine at top paladares in Havana, visit agricultural markets, en-
joy a rum and cigar tasting, experience a farm to table cooking 
demonstration, try local seafood, learn how to make the perfect 
mojito, and more!

Additional Tour Highlights:   
Architecture walking tour of Old Havana, visit a tobacco farm, 
tour the Cuban wing of the Fine Arts Museum, classic cars, visit 
the Hemingway home, enjoy private concerts with top musical 
artists, and more!

Featured Cities
Havana, Pinar del Río / Viñales Valley

TOUR LENGTH: 6 days/5 nights

ITINERARY

Our exciting new tour combines high end dining with 
authentic tasting experiences. In addition to seeing the 
best that Havana has to offer architecture, art, and 
music. this tour shows you the culinary side of Cuba from 
all angles. From organic farms and agricultural markets, 
to ration stores and an authentic Cuban home kitchen, 
to the most elegant and creative paladares or privately 
run restaurants you will leave Cuba with a newfound 

appreciation for how food defines the culture.

ACCOMMODATIONS: 
Options for all budgets are available. Stay at a B&B for 
the most authentic experience, or if you’re looking for 
luxury then we can book your group at a 5 star hotel.  All 
have AC, hot water, private bathroom, and a safe for your 
valuablesCOM

DAY-2  

HAVANA / SATURDAY 

 • Visit Old Havana and learn about Havana’s world-renowned UNESCO 

heritage designated architecture on an expertly guided walking tour 

 2)hrs( 

There is no better introduction to Havana than a walk through Old Havana. 

On this walk you will explore Old Havana‘s five major plazas and see the 

interiors of cathedrals and other important buildings .UNESCO designat-

ed Old Havana as a world heritage site in .1982 Although today Havana 

is a sprawling metropolis of more than two million people ,the old center 

retains an interesting mix of Baroque and neoclassical monuments ,beau-

tiful balconies and courtyards. 

 • Lunch at San Cristobal paladar & experience a Cigar/Rum tasting 

afterwards

 • Visit the Revolution Museum

Located in the Presidential Palace of former dictator Fulgencio Batista ,the 

Museum of the Revolution is a must for anyone curious about the history 

of Cuba .Filled with relics from Revolutionary battles and Cuban histori-

cal figures ,you will learn a great deal about how this important historical 

event unfolded and how its narrative continues today.

 • Experience a small ,intimate concert with the professional choir 

”Vocal Leo “and enjoy a sample of traditional Cuban Music and black 

spirituals 

Founded in 1995 by a Cuban musical family, this a cappella group per-

forms everything from rhythmic, dance-able Cuban numbers to tear 

jerking gospel songs. The group’s impressive, wide-ranging repertoire and 

personal warmth makes them a delight to see and hear.

 • Nighttime suggestion :Enjoy a Buena Vista Social Club style-show at 

Café Taberna

Founded in 1772 and still glowing after a 21st-century makeover, it’s a very live-

ly restaurant on the corner of Plaza Vieja, which is dedicated to Benny More 

and it’s also the home to good “son” bands, notably Son del Trópico, Sonido 

Son and the Septeto Matamoros who perform every day in two separate sets. 

DAY 1

USA -HAVANA / FRIDAY 
 • Check in for flight from departure 

city 

 • Arrive at Jose Marti International 

Airport) airport transfer included( 

 • Visit Fusterlandia ,the home ,gallery, 

and mosaic art neighborhood of Jose 

Fuster. 

Sometimes referred to as the Picasso 

of the Caribbean .Inspired by works he 

saw by Gaudí in Spain and Brancusi in 

Romania ,this self taught artist devoted 

himself to creating a more colorful and 

creative atmosphere for himself and his 

neighbors .The result is unlike anything 

you have ever seen! 

 • Lunch at a top paladar if flight 

arrives before noon

 • Head to lodging ,check in s and 

continue with the tour

 • Visit the famed Hotel Nacional 

The upscale 457-room Hotel Nacional de 

Cuba has a fascinating and storied histo-

ry, ranging from a major mafia meeting in 

the ‘40s that took place on-site to tunnels 

in the gardens used during the Cuban 

Missile Crisis. The common spaces, includ-

ing the lobby and the ocean-view gardens, 

are gorgeous, casting light on Havana’s 

golden age of Cuban hospitality, nightlife 

and entertainment.

 • Experience a ride in a classic 

convertible car around Havana City 

 • Return to lodging 

 • Welcome dinner at a top local 

paladar or at a chef’s home!

 • Nighttime suggestion :Visit La Zorra 

y El Cuervo Jazz Club 

Havana‘s most famous jazz club) The Vix-

en and the Crow (opens its doors nightly 

at10 pm to long lines of committed music 

fiends .Enter through a red British phone 

box and descend into a diminutive and 

dark basement .The scene here is hot and 

clamorous and leans toward freestyle jazz.

traveltocubalegally.com

www.traveltocubalegally.com


DAY-3  

HAVANA / SUNDAY 

 • Visit the Bellas Artes) Fine Arts (Museum 

with a private guide 

Enjoy as an art expert guides you through the 

Cuban wing of this beautiful museum ,provid-

ing rich historical detail and context .The dis-

plays are chronologically ordered ,so you will be 

introduced to classic works such as La Gitana 

Tropical) The Tropical Gypsy (sometimes re-

ferred to as Cuba‘s Mona Lisa ,and then taken 

through a visual exploration of Cuban identity 

and political expression over the course of 

several galleries. 

 • Lunch at El del Frente paladar and learn 

how to make the perfect mojito!

 • Experience a private concert with some of 

Cuba’s top young jazz artists 

Music education in Cuba focuses exclusively 

on classical music ,however ,Cuban musicians 

have always been captivated by jazz with its 

improvisational tendencies and harmonic rig-

our .The dedication of these young musicians, 

who are forced to learn jazz entirely on their 

own and now play top festivals all around the 

world ,is awe inspiring

 • Nighttime suggestion :Visit Fábrica de 

Arte Cubano

Havana’s hottest spot for nightlife, this convert-

ed warehouse features a four story art gallery/

film space with multiple stages for live music 

and outdoor/indoor bars. 

PLEASE NOTE: 

• Tips for your guides, drivers, wait staff and cleaning personnel are not 
included. The following amounts (in CUC) are recommended:

• Meals: up to your discretion. Refer to your tour leader for an acceptable 
amount.

• Cleaning personnel: 1 CUC per day (left daily or upon departure)

• Local city guides and museum guides in Havana and other cities: 3-5 CUC 
per person

• Drivers: 5 CUC per person per day

• Tour Leaders: the amount is up to you but we suggest 10 CUC per person per 
day

• Alcoholic beverages are not included, however, typically each included meal 
will include one beverage

• Nighttime activities are typically for people 18 and over

This itinerary is subject to change. In-country programming is customized for 
each group to maximize your cultural experience. To maintain authenticity, many 
of the places we visit are not tourist destinations and are not always available. 
Our programs are created to provide full-time educational exchanges through 
support for the Cuban People contact. These programs require mandatory 
participation under our license by the U.S. Department of Treasury.

DAY- 6  

HAVANA-USA / WEDNESDAY

 • Visit the San Jose craft market for shopping 

San José is the largest craft market in Havana ,with more than 

 300stalls offering all kinds of souvenirs :guayaberas ,t-shirts, 

wooden sculptures ,leather accessories ,jewelry and innumera-

ble objects related to the figure of Ernesto” Che “Guevara .Prices 

are negotiable ,so bargaining with sellers becomes part of this 

unique experience.

 • Head to Jose Martí Airport for check in) airport transfer 

included( 

 • Adios Cuba! 

REMINDER

DAY-5  

HAVANA -PINAR DEL RIO ,VIÑALES 
VALLEY -HAVANA / TUESDAY

 • Travel to the countryside) around 2 hours( 

 • Visit the community project” Raices ,“located 

in the Valley of Viñales and discover their 

incredible wood artworks while enjoy amazing 

views to the valley on walking trails

 • Farm to table lunch at Finca Paraiso

 • Meet a farmer in Cuba’s famed tobacco fields, 

learn on-site about cigar production, and 

make your own cigar!

 • Return to Havana 

v 1-800-494-1945
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DAY-4  

HAVANA / MONDAY
 • Enjoy a Cuban cooking class followed by a delicious lunch 

 • Visit the Christ statue of Havana and enjoy the breathtaking views

The Christ of Havana is a colossal sculpture by Cuban artist Jilma Madera. The mar-

ble statue is composed of 67 pieces brought from Italy, where it was carved in Rome 

and blessed by Pope Pius XII.

 • Visit Finca Vigía ,the home & grounds of Hemingway in Havana for over 20 years

Peer into the home of celebrated novelist Ernest Hemingway, where the artist created 

“The Old Man and the Sea” and “For Whom the Bell Tolls.” Take a guided tour to make 

sense of the writer’s life and see his collection of books, trophies, and other memora-

bilia. Outside you’ll be able to visit the gardens and see Hemingway’s boat docked at 

the pier.

 • Nighttime suggestion :Visit Tropicana ,the most emblematic Cuban night club

Experience this world famous cabaret show, which first opened in 1939. Though a hub 

for tourists, it remains incredibly popular with its lively acts and colorful costumes. 

www.traveltocubalegally.com
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SPECTATOR ITINERARY  

Havana Marathon 
Weekend Sample Itinerary

Hotel or BNB:  TBD   

DATES OF TRAVEL:  Mid November

ITINERARY

U.S. runners finally have the opportunity take part 
in the Marabana Havana Half & Full Marathon, 
under a special amateur sports license from the U.S. 
Department of the Treasury. The Marabana Havana 
Marathon and half-marathons will be held on Mid 
November, and Cultural Island would like to usher you 
to the starting line. Let us take care of your travel 
arrangements while you enjoy the marathon. Cultural 
Island is celebrating this historic event by offering a 

tour that will take marathoners and their spectator 
companions through Havana’s historic district and 
beyond.

Our 4-day tour highlights include encounters with 
Havana’s up-and-coming artists, exclusive dance 
performances, and nightly outings to see some of 
Cuba’s finest jazz, salsa bands and son bands in the 
style of the Buena Vista Social Club.

DAY 1

HAVANA 
FRIDAY 
 • Arrive into Havana, Tour Director 

picks you up from the airport

 • Check in at your hotel, followed by 

tour and/or marathon orientation

 • Visit Old Havana’s plazas art 

galleries and meet artists who share 

stories behind their art

 • Visit the famed Hotel Nacional

 • Take a tour of Havana in a Classic 

convertible American car

 • Meals: Lunch (depending on arrival 

time)

DAY 2

HAVANA 
SATURDAY 
 • Visit Old Havana and learn 

about Havana’s world-renowned 

architecture

 • Meet and mingle with local fine 

and print artists at a collective art 

studio/gallery and discuss their art 

with them in person

 • Lunch at a top-rated Paladar*

 • Visit a famous recording studio 

and learn about Cuba’s recording 

industry

 • Enjoy a private jazz performance 

with one of Cuba’s top young jazz 

groups

 • Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

DAY 3

HAVANA 
SUNDAY 
 • Race Day 

 • Opening of the race 7am

 • After viewing opening of race, Visit 

the home studios of a world-famous, 

fine artist married couple.

 • Enjoy lunch at Paladar San Cristobal

 • Visit the house and grounds of Ernest 

Hemingway

 • Enjoy a show at the Buena Vista 

Social Club

 • Dinner on your own.

 • Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

DAY 4

HAVANA HOME 
MONDAY, 
 • Enjoy breakfast at your hotel

 • Visit Havana’s markets (time 

permitting)

 • Bid farewell to Havana and return 

to Miami via charter plane from 

Havana’s Jose Marti Airport

 • Meals: Breakfast

Not included in the base price is the following: 
• Tips are not included: Tips for your guides, servers and chambermaids are not 

included.  For servers it is 1-2 dollars per lunch and dinner and for each room 1 dollar 
a day for maids. For guides the amount is up to you but we suggest 10 per person 
per day. For local city guides in Havana and Trinidad 5 dollars is normal.  

• Alcoholic beverages and bottled water are not included however, typically each 
included meal will include one beverage. 

www.traveltocubalegally.com

This itinerary is subject to change. In-country programming is customized for each 
group to maximize your cultural experience. To maintain authenticity, many of the 
places we visit are not tourist destinations and are not always available. Our programs 
are created to provide full-time educational exchanges through support for the Cuban 
people contact. These programs require mandatory participation under our license by 
the U.S. Department of Treasury.

REMINDER
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ITINERARY

Have you ever wanted to visit a country that 
values the arts above all? Then Cultural Island 
Travel’s, Cuban Music, Dance & Art Program 
is perfect for you. It’s specifically designed for 
people who want to be fully immersed in the 
distinctive arts scene of Cuba.

Words cannot truly describe the energy of 
Havana. See the gorgeous seaside architecture 
on the Malecon (boardwalk). The 500 year old 
Colonial City of Trinidad is arguably one of the 
most beautiful cities in the world. It’s charming, 
cobblestone streets are framed by surrounding 
mountains, waterfalls, and pristine beaches. 
Experience the warmth of the people welcoming 
you with smiles and friendly faces. Listen to the 
music and watch the dancers line the streets. 
Most of all, Cultural Island Travel is dedicated 
to introducing you to Cuba’s real treasure—its 
people.

This spectacular tour focuses on our specialty: 
Cuban music, dance and art. We present 
several prominent Cuban musicians in Cuba 
and the United States. We have also been 
fortunate enough to have arranged and 
produced over 100 Cuban music performances 
in the United States over the last several years. 
Since we are so involved in the jazz, salsa, and 
son scene in Cuba, we want to make sure you 
have the best possible musical experience this 
amazing country has to offer.

On our expert-guided tour, you will be invited 
to attend some of Havana’s most exclusive 
finest jazz, salsa, and son performances in 
the style of the legendary Buena Vista Social 
Club ensemble. Being around all this music still 
leaves room for you to see some of Havana’s 
dance and fine arts scenes as well.

ITINERARY  

Cuban Music & Art Tour
Tour Highlights:   
HAVANA, TRINIDAD, COJIMAR, ERNEST Hemingways FINCA VIGÍA, PERFOR-

MANCE BY FOLKLORIC DANCE TROUPE, CHILDREN’S DANCE 
PERFORMANCE, JAZZ PERFORMANCE, AND PALADARES.

Featured Cities
HAVANA, TRINIDAD

TOUR LENGTH: 7 DAYS/6 NIGHTS

Our mission at Cultural Island Travel is to immerse you in this passionate 
culture to truly have you experience Havana just like a local. 

DAY 1

USA HAVANA  FRIDAY
 • Check in for flight from departure city 

 • Arrive at Havana’s Jose Marti 

International Airport

 • Pick up luggage and head to the Lodging 

for check in and orientation

 • Visit the famed Hotel Nacional

The upscale, 457-room Hotel Nacional de Cuba 

is the country's grande dame, with a fascinating 

and storied history, ranging from a major mafia 

meeting in the '40s that took place on-site to 

tunnels in the gardens used during the Cuban 

Missile Crisis. The common spaces, including 

the lobby and the ocean-view gardens, are gor-

geous, casting light on Havana’s golden age of 

Cuban hospitality, nightlife and entertainment. 

 • Experience a ride in a classic convertible 

car around Havana City 

Havana is a beloved by American visitors as 

a cache of thousands of vintage American 

cars, manufactured before the revolution and 

subsequent US embargo in 1960.  In the absence 

of automobile imports, these living relics are 

preserved by Cuban mechanics and improvised 

fixes by the owners themselves.  Experience 

an hour in a classic convertible Chevy, Ford or 

Oldsmobile.

DAY 2

HAVANA SATURDAY
 • Visit Old Havana and learn about 

Havana’s world-renowned UNESCO 

heritage designated architecture 

There is no better introduction to Havana 

than a walk through Old Havana. On 

this walk you will see Old Havana’s 5 

major plazas and explore the interiors of 

cathedrals and other important buildings. 

UNESCO designated Old Havana as a world 

heritage site in 1982. Although today, Havana 

is a sprawling metropolis of more than 2 

million people, the old center retains an 

interesting mix of Baroque and neoclassical 

monuments, beautiful balconies and 

courtyards.

 • Visit the Taller de la Grafica to 

meet lithographers at their 

collective 

Located in the heart of 

the old city, Taller de La 

Grafica de la Havana is one 

of Havana’s most revered artistic 

attractions, featuring Lithograph artists 

who create and sell their own experimental 

work on site. Visitors are treated to 

explanations of the collective’s equipment 

and techniques from the artists themselves 

and can purchase art directly from the Taller. 

 • Lunch at Paladar 

 • Experience a private concert with a 

professional music group 

 • Visit the home of Ernest Hemingway: 

“Finca la Vigía”

In 1940 Hemingway, with his new wife Martha, 

purchased a home outside Havana, where 

the couple lived for the next twenty years. 

The Hemingways named the site Finca Vigía, 

or “lookout farm,” and shared their home 

with dozens of Hemingways beloved cats, as 

well as trophies from many successful 

hunts and fishing 

expeditions. During their 

time at the Finca, 

Hemingway became 

a fixture of Havana, and 

stayed in the country longer 

than many Americans chose 

to after relations between 

Cuba and the United States 

began to deteriorate. He fished 

extensively aboard his boat, 

Pilar, and enjoyed the island 

lifestyle, hanging out in Havana, 

penning some of his signature 

works, and entertaining guests at 

his estate. His home, with many original 

furnishings, hunting trophies, and personal 

artifacts can be viewed today.

traveltocubalegally.com
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Day 4

TRAVEL FROM HAVANA TO  
CIENFUEGOS AND TRINIDAD MONDAY 
 

 • Visit one  of Havana’s famed cigar factories 

 • Head to Cienfuegos:   3.5 hour drive  Lunch at Finca del Mar 

Paladar 

 • Visit the neighborhood of Punta Gorda, the Malecon and enjoy its 

stunning views. 

 

City of Cienfuegos also known as La Perla del Sur (Pearl of the South). 

It is one of the prettiest cities in Cuba form its layout, for its homogene-

ous architecture of French inspiration.  On its constructions, parks, plazas 

and monuments you can notice the sum of the neoclassical, art nouveau 

and art deco styles.   

This universe of shapes and colors led UNESCO to declare it as a cultural 

and architectural heritage of humanity.  On its architecture highlights the 

long Paseo del Prado and the always lively Boulevard San Fernando.  Also 

the impressive Jose Marti Park, considered one of the most beautiful and 

well preserved in Cuba.  

The Cathedral with its asymmetric towers, the Government's Palace with 

its huge dome, the Ferrer Palace with Catalan influence and the Tomas 

Terry Theather from 1890.  It’s beautiful, rich and diverse nature include 

 the system of waterfalls and little lakes named El Nicho, the Botanical 

Garden (with over 2000 species and one of the best collections of palms 

trees in the world), La Hacienda La Vega and La Laguna Guanaroca. 

 

Undoubtedly, Cienfuegos is one of the most special places in Cuba, it’s a 

convergence of the majesty of its architecture, the richness and variety 

of nature, the joy of its people and its solid tourist infrastructure.

HEAD TO TRINIDAD  1 HOUR DRIVE  
Upon arrival, you’ll have a chance to take stroll by sunset (pending 

arrival time) and take photographs of the city center, restored mansions 

and other structures offer a rare glimpse of the wealth and prosperity 

that came to the island through the sugar trade.  At night, everyone 

congregates in the old square at the top of the steps for an open-air 

performance of salsa and contemporary Cuban popular music.

Day 5

TRINIDAD TUESDAY  

 • Experience the city of Trinidad Take a city tour of Trinidad with a local expert and become acquainted 

with its 500-year-old historical sites. A Unique combination of city, mountains and beaches, Trinidad is 

one of the loveliest cities in the world. 

 • Lunch at Paladar Sol Ananda, one of the top paladars in the area 

 • Experience a Cuban salsa dance lesson 

Cuban salsa is dynamic and fascinating to watch and experience. It is quite different from Puerto Rican and 

New York Style salsa as it is less ballroom and has more influences from Africa and Spain.  Dance is an integral 

part of everyday Cuban culture.  During Pope Francis’ visit he exclaimed that the Cubans dance and sing while 

walking down the street and that they truly live.  Dance is part of that celebration of life!

 • Visit  the Casa de La Trova, a great place to experience traditional Cuban music and dance, especially 

the Son, Cuba’s national dance and the type of music performed by the Buena Vista Social Club! 

 

NOTE: For day 5 mile hike to a waterfall can be substituted for an additional cost with a specialized guide.   

Client must be in good physical condition as the hike can be strenuous. 

DAY 3

HAVANA SUNDAY 
 • Visit the Fine Arts Museum with an expert private guide 

Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes de La Habana is a museum of 

Fine Arts that exhibits Cuban art collections from the coloni-

al times up to contemporary generations. It was founded on 

February 23, 1913 due to the efforts of its first director, Emilio 

Heredia, a well-known architect. In 1954, a new Palacio of Bellas 

Artes was opened, designed by the architect Rodriguez Pich-

ardo. You will have the opportunity to explore this gem with an 

expert, private guide.

 • Visit the Callejon de Hamel for an Afro Cuban dancing and 

Drumming 

Callejón de Hamel is a small alley derived from the name of 

a wealthy trader Fernando Hamel who maintained the entire 

district. Today it has become a place where the Afro Cuban art 

and Cuban traditions are practiced. The surrounding houses 

and buildings are covered with large murals in vivid colors. 

Tiny shops sell small pieces of Cuban art, hand carved wooden 

statues, paintings, and Santeria art. Aside from its funky street 

murals and psychedelic art shops, the main reason to come 

here is the frenetic rumba music that kicks off every Sunday at 

around noon.

 • Lunch at Paladar 

 • Visit Fusterlandia, the home and gallery and mosaic art 

neighborhood of Jose Fuster, the Picasso of the Caribbean.

As you leave Havana and enter Fusterlandia, you find yourself 

at the studio and residence of José Rodriguez Fuster.  Geo-

graphically you will be in Jaimanitas, at the northwestern edge 

of the Cuban capital, but Jaimanitas has changed a lot since 

Fuster (as everyone here calls him) got to town 30 years ago 

and set about remaking the neighborhood in his own image.

When I got here my house was in  
wood, small," Fuster recalls. "So  
I decided to do something about it.  
I started building my dream." He had 
visited Europe and returned to Cuba with 
plenty of inspiration. He had seen Gaudi 
in Barcelona and Brancusi in Romania. "It 
seemed impossible to me to do anything 
like that in Cuba. But all dreams get 
realized over time."  

 • Visit Fernando from the discovery channel show Cuban 

Chrome and learn about his work with the restoration 

of antique cars in Cuba. This show is the first one filmed 

entirely in Cuba

 • Experience a Jazz concert with young jazz award winner

 • Nighttime suggestion: Visit the Cuban Art Factory

The idea is borrowed from Brooklyn and Berlin and everywhere 

else where old warehouse spaces are being repurposed as art 

galleries and/or performance venues.  However, the Factory is 

100 percent criollo, all Cuban, in both its ownership and opera-

tion.  The Factory is the creation of X Alfonso, a popular Cuban 

rocker and features a 4-floor art gallery/film space/live music 

space as well as several outdoor and indoor bars.

REMINDER

Day 6

RETURN TO HAVANA WEDNESDAY 4.5 HOUR DRIVE 
 • Travel to Havana by car 

 • Lunch at a Paladar 

 • Enjoy a special surprise experience 

 • Head to the Lodging for check in  

DAY 7 

HAVANA USA THURSDAY
 • San Jose Craft Market (time permitting)

San Jose craft market is Havana´s largest craft market, offering clothing, paintings, tourist souve-

nirs, ceramics, baseball bats, jewelry, and a multitude of other products. It is open daily 9am-5pm. 

This harbor side warehouse was built in 1885 and is considered the oldest depository in Old Havana.

 • Check in for Flight 

Tips for guides, drivers, 
bellhops, maids, and 
waiters are not included in 
the cost of the program.

This itinerary is subject 
to change. In-country 
programming is 
customized for each group 
to maximize your cultural 
experience. To maintain 
authenticity, many of the 
places we visit are not 
tourist destinations and 
are not always available. 
Our programs are created 
to provide full-time 
educational exchanges 
through support for the 
Cuban people contact. 
These programs require 
mandatory participation 
under our license by 
the U.S. Department of 
Treasury.

In the event of extreme 
emergency or loss of 
passport: 

U.S. Interests Section
Calzada, entre L y M
Vedado, Havana, Cuba
53-7-833-3551
Local numbers: to be 
added

When calling locally  
leave out the 53 at the 
beginning when calling 
from the US add 011  
before all numbers

v 1-800-494-1945
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ITINERARY

Havana, Cojimar, Ernest Hemingways Finca Vigía, Afro-
Cuban demonstration, dance troupe performance, jazz 
performances, Paladares Do you want an authentic 
experience of Cuba’s music scene? Then Cultural Island 
Travel’s Havana Jazz Festival Program is perfect for 
you. It’s specifically designed for people who want to 
be fully immersed in Cuba’s distinctive jazz and music 
scene. Important: Please contact us about this tour well in 
advance. January is peak travel season in Cuba and flights 
sell out quickly for the jazz festival. Hotels are extremely 
limited. 

On this tour, you will experience the old-world charm 
of Havana and the scenic areas of Pinar Del Rio, with a 
concentration on music! This year is the 30th anniversary 

of the Festival Jazz Plaza in Havana—all the more reason 
to book your trip now. You will be invited to attend some of 
Havana’s most exclusive finest jazz, salsa bands and son 
performances in the style of the legendary Buena Vista 
Social Club ensemble. At night you can choose to go to any 
of the wonderful shows going on at the jazz festival in venues 
all over Havana. Our mission at Cultural Island Travel is to 
immerse you in this passionate culture to truly have you 
experience Havana just like a local. Support for the Cuban 
people travel allows even the most seasoned travelers 
to view Cuba through the lens of the musicians, dancers, 
artists and locals— an experience that is difficult to find 
anywhere else in the world.

DATES OF TRAVEL:   January 15-20, 2020

v 1-800-494-1945

ITINERARY:  

Cultural Island Travel –  
Havana Jazz Festival

Tour Highlights:   
Visit Havana, Pinar Del Rio/Vinales Valley, Montecino Tobacco 
Farm, Jaimanitas and Ernest Hemingways Finca Vigía

FEATURED CITIES:  HAVANA and PINAR DEL RIO/VIÑALES VALLEY
TOUR LENGTH: 6 days/5 nights

DAY 1

US HAVANA, WEDNESDAY 

 • Check in for flight from departure city 

 • Arrive at Havana’s Jose Marti International Airport

 • Pick up luggage and head to the Lodging for check in at Melia 

Cohiba and orientation

 • Visit the famed Hotel Nacional

The upscale, 457-room Hotel Nacional de Cuba is the country's grande 

dame, with a fascinating and storied history, ranging from a major mafia 

meeting in the '40s that took place on-site to tunnels in the gardens used 

during the Cuban Missile Crisis. The common spaces, including the lobby 

and the ocean-view gardens, are gorgeous, casting light on Havana’s 

golden age of Cuban hospitality, nightlife and entertainment. 

 • Experience a ride in a classic convertible car around Havana City 

Havana is a beloved by American visitors as a cache of thousands 

of vintage American cars, manufactured before the revolution and 

subsequent US embargo in 1960.  In the absence of automobile imports, 

these living relics are preserved by Cuban mechanics and improvised 

fixes by the owners themselves.  Experience an hour in a classic 

convertible Chevy, Ford or Oldsmobile

 • Nighttime Suggestion: Enjoy a show at the Buena Vista Social Club

DAY 2

HAVANA THURSDAY 

 • Visit Old Havana and learn about Havana’s world-renowned 

UNESCO heritage designated architecture

 • Visit the Taller de La Grafica 

 • Lunch at Dona Eutemia 

 • Visit the Arte Corte project 

 • Recommended: Enjoy the opening of the Jazz Festival at the Teatro 

Mella, or other shows all over Havana at several indoor and outdoor 

venues. 

DAY 3

HAVANA, FRIDAY
 • Visit Abdala Recording Studios for a tour of the 3 studios and a 

private jazz performance

 • Visit Fernando from the first show filmed in Cuba:  Discovery 

channel’s Cuban Chrome to see his body shop and learn about 

antique car restoration

 • Lunch at Starbien 

 • Visit the Ernest Hemingway house and grounds 

 • Recommended: Enjoy the headline concert  of the Jazz Festival 

at the Teatro Mella, or other shows all over Havana at several 

indoor and outdoor venues. 

traveltocubalegally.com
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DAY 4

HAVANA  PINAR DEL RIO 
VINALES VALLEY  
SATURDAY 
 • Travel to the countryside

 • Meet a farmer in Cuba’s 

famed Tobacco Fields

 • Enjoy a delicious organic 

lunch

 • Visit the community project 

“Patio Pelegrin,” often called 

the secret garden, which is 

not only an organic farm but 

also a community hub for 

dance, literature, debate, 

music, and theater for local 

residents to cultivate their 

artistic and intellectual 

interests.

 • Visit the Town of Vinales

 • Recommended: Enjoy the 

headline concert of the Jazz 

Festival at the Teatro Mella 

, or other shows all over 

Havana at several indoor and 

outdoor venues. 

 • Return to Havana

DAY 5

HAVANA 
SUNDAY 
 • Visit the home studios of a 

world-famous Cuban artist  

 • See an authentic Drumming 

and Afro Cuban dance 

performance at Callejon de 

Hamel

 • Enjoy lunch at San Cristobal 

 • Experience a Cuban dance 

troupe

DAY 6

HAVANA US MONDAY 
 • Visit the Craft market (time 

permitting) 

 • Check in Jose Marti Terminal 

2 

 • Depart for the United States/ 

Adios Cuba!

*This tour also includes The Havana 

Jazz Festival All Access Pass which 

will allow you to enter all Jazz 

Festival events that are open to the 

public.   The Jazz Festival events are 

generally held in the same theater. 

Jazz fest becomes more popular 

every year with both Cubans and 

people from every other country. 

Due to the high demand and limited 

supply of seats we suggest you have 

a sandwich or light early dinner at 

your hotel and eat something after 

the shows. Most recommended 

restaurants open at 7pm and Jazz 

Fest starts at 8pm.

Tips for guides, drivers, bellhops, maids, and waiters are not included in the cost of the program.

This itinerary is subject to change. In-country programming is customized for each group to maximize 
your cultural experience. To maintain authenticity, many of the places we visit are not tourist 
destinations and are not always available. Our programs are created to provide full-time educational 
exchanges through support for the Cuban people contact. These programs require mandatory 
participation under our license by the U.S. Department of Treasury.

REMINDER
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ITINERARY

Ever want to visit Cuba, but have limited time?  
Cultural Island Travel’s Weekend in Havana Tour 
is perfect for you. It’s specifically designed for 
busy people who want to fully experience Cuba’s 
vibrant capital city on a short schedule.
Words cannot truly describe the energy of 
Havana. See the Gorgeous seaside architecture 
on the Malecon (boardwalk). Experience the 
warmth of the people welcoming you with smiles 
and friendly faces. Listen to the music and watch 
the dancers line the streets. Most of all, Cultural 
Island Travel legally allows you to see Cuba’s 
real treasure—its people.

On our special tour you will meet Havana’s up-
and-coming artists, as well as world famous 
painters. You will also be invited to attend 
exclusive dance performances, and listen to 
some of Cuba’s finest jazz, salsa bands and son 
bands in the style of the Buena Vista Social Club.

In Havana, you will feel like you are going back 
in time as you see the spectacular old American 
cars on the road and the fascinating old world 
architecture. Our mission is to immerse you in this 
passionate culture to truly have you experience 
Havana just like a local. Support for the Cuban 
peopletravel allows even the most seasoned 
travelers to view Cuba through the lens of the 
musicians, dancers and artists— an experience 
that is virtually impossible anywhere else in the 
world.

ITINERARY  

Weekend In Havana
Tour Highlights:   
PERFORMANCE BY A DANCE TROUPE, AFRO-CUBAN DEMON-
STRATION, JAZZ PERFORMANCE, PALADARES.

TOUR LENGTH: 4 DAYS / 3 NIGHTS

traveltocubalegally.com

traveltocubalegally.com

v 1-800-494-1945

www.traveltocubalegally.com
www.traveltocubalegally.com


DAY 1

USA HAVANA  FRIDAY
 • Check in for flight from departure 

city 

 • Arrive at Havana’s Jose Marti 

International Airport

 • Pick up luggage and head to the 

Lodging for check in and orientation

 • Visit the famed Hotel Nacional

The upscale, 457-room Hotel Nacional de 

Cuba is the country's grande dame, with 

a fascinating and storied history, ranging 

from a major mafia meeting in the '40s 

that took place on-site to tunnels in the 

gardens used during the Cuban Missile 

Crisis. The common spaces, including the 

lobby and the ocean-view gardens, are 

gorgeous, casting light on Havana’s gold-

en age of Cuban hospitality, nightlife and 

entertainment. 

 • Experience a ride in a classic 

convertible car around Havana City 

Havana is a beloved by American visitors 

as a cache of thousands of vintage 

American cars, manufactured before the 

revolution and subsequent US embargo 

in 1960.  In the absence of automobile 

imports, these living relics are preserved 

by Cuban mechanics and improvised fixes 

by the owners themselves.  Experience an 

hour in a classic convertible Chevy, Ford 

or Oldsmobile.

DAY 2

HAVANA  SATURDAY
 • Visit Old Havana and learn about Havana’s world-renowned UNESCO heritage 

designated architecture 

There is no better introduction to Havana than a walk through Old Havana. On this walk you 

will see Old Havana’s 5 major plazas and explore the interiors of cathedrals and other impor-

tant buildings. UNESCO designated Old Havana as a world heritage site in 1982. Although to-

day, Havana is a sprawling metropolis of more than 2 million people, the old center retains an 

interesting mix of Baroque and neoclassical monuments, beautiful balconies and courtyards.

 • Visit the Taller de la Grafica to meet lithographers at their collective 

Located in the heart of the old city, Taller de La Grafica de la Havana is one of Havana’s most 

revered artistic attractions, featuring Lithograph artists who create and sell their own exper-

imental work on site. Visitors are treated to explanations of the collective’s equipment and 

techniques from the artists themselves and can purchase art directly from the Taller. 

 • Lunch at Paladar 

 • Experience a private concert with a professional music group 

 • Visit the home of Ernest Hemingway: “Finca la Vigía”

In 1940 Hemingway, with his new wife Martha, purchased a home outside Havana, where the 

couple lived for the next twenty years. The Hemingways named the site Finca Vigía, or “look-

out farm,” and shared their home with dozens of Hemingways beloved cats, as well as trophies 

from many successful hunts and fishing expeditions. During their time at the Finca, Hem-

ingway became a fixture of Havana, and stayed in the country longer than many Americans 

chose to after relations between Cuba and the United States began to deteriorate. He fished 

extensively aboard his boat, Pilar, and enjoyed the island lifestyle, hanging out in Havana, 

penning some of his signature works, and entertaining guests at his estate. His home, with 

many original furnishings, hunting trophies, and personal artifacts can be viewed today.

DAY 3

HAVANA  SUNDAY 

 • Visit the Fine Arts Museum with an expert private guide 

Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes de La Habana is a museum of Fine 

Arts that exhibits Cuban art collections from the colonial times 

up to contemporary generations. It was founded on February 23, 

1913 due to the efforts of its first director, Emilio Heredia, a well-

known architect. In 1954, a new Palacio of Bellas Artes was opened, 

designed by the architect Rodriguez Pichardo. You will have the 

opportunity to explore this gem with an expert, private guide.

 • Visit the Callejon de Hamel for an Afro Cuban dancing and 

Drumming 

 

Callejón de Hamel is a small alley derived from the name of a 

wealthy trader Fernando Hamel who maintained the entire district. 

Today it has become a place where the Afro Cuban art and Cuban 

traditions are practiced. The surrounding houses and buildings 

are covered with large murals in vivid colors. Tiny shops sell small 

pieces of Cuban art, hand carved wooden statues, paintings, and 

Santeria art. Aside from its funky street murals and psychedelic art 

shops, the main reason to come here is the frenetic rumba music 

that kicks off every Sunday at around noon.

 • Lunch at Paladar 

 • Visit Fusterlandia, the home and gallery and mosaic art 

neighborhood of Jose Fuster, the Picasso of the Caribbean.

As you leave Havana and enter Fusterlandia, you find yourself at 

the studio and residence of José Rodriguez Fuster.  Geographically 

you will be in Jaimanitas, at the northwestern edge of the Cuban 

capital, but Jaimanitas has changed a lot since Fuster (as everyone 

here calls him) got to town 30 years ago and set about remaking 

the neighborhood in his own image.

"When I got here my house was in wood, 
small," Fuster recalls. "So I decided to do 
something about it. I started building my 
dream." He had visited Europe and returned 
to Cuba with plenty of inspiration. He had 
seen Gaudi in Barcelona and Brancusi in 
Romania. "It seemed impossible to me to do 
anything like that in Cuba. But all dreams get 

realized over time."  

 • Visit Fernando from the discovery channel show Cuban 

Chrome and learn about his work with the restoration of 

antique cars in Cuba. This show is the first one filmed entirely 

in Cuba

 • Experience a Jazz concert with young jazz award winner

 • Nighttime suggestion: Visit the Cuban Art Factory

The idea is borrowed from Brooklyn and Berlin and everywhere else 

where old warehouse spaces are being repurposed as art galleries 

and/or performance venues.  However, the Factory is 100 percent 

criollo, all Cuban, in both its ownership and operation.  The Factory 

is the creation of X Alfonso, a popular Cuban rocker and features 

a 4-floor art gallery/film space/live music space as well as several 

outdoor and indoor bars.

DAY 4

HAVANA USA MONDAY
 • San Jose Craft Market (time permitting)

San Jose craft market is Havana´s largest 

craft market, offering clothing, paintings, tourist 

souvenirs, ceramics, baseball bats, jewelry, and 

a multitude of other products. It is open daily 

9am-5pm. This harbor side warehouse was built 

in 1885 and is considered the oldest depository 

in Old Havana.

 • Check in for Flight 

 • Adios Cuba!

Not included in the base price is the following: 
• Tips are not included: Tips for your guides, servers and chambermaids are not 

included.  For servers it is 1-2 dollars per lunch and dinner and for each room 1 dollar 
a day for maids. For guides the amount is up to you but we suggest 10 per person 
per day. For local city guides in Havana and Trinidad 5 dollars is normal.  

• Alcoholic beverages and bottled water are not included however, typically each 
included meal will include one beverage. 
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Reminder: Tips for guides, drivers, bellhops, maids, and waiters are not included in the 
cost of the program.

This itinerary is subject to change. In-country programming is customized for each 
group to maximize your cultural experience. To maintain authenticity, many of the 
places we visit are not tourist destinations and are not always available. Our programs 
are created to provide full-time educational exchanges through support for the Cuban 
people contact. These programs require mandatory participation under our license by 
the U.S. Department of Treasury.
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EMAIL US AT

info@traveltocubalegally.com

ADDRESS

Cultural Island Travel 

178 Columbus Avenue

#231504

New York, NY 10023
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